
  

 

8th January 2021 
 
Dear Volunteer 
 
Unfortunately we have decided to suspend most of our volunteering programme until further notice.  
 
Since the announcement on 4th January of the third national lockdown we have consulted our 
volunteers and examined the government guidance to the new regulations very carefully. While 
volunteering is a permitted activity, after detailed consideration we have concluded that we should not 
continue with most volunteering, and cease any activity which encourages volunteers to travel and 
gather together in groups. Even though we had established safe systems of working for volunteering so 
that groups could continue to operate during the second lockdown in November the new, more easily 
transmitted strain of Covid-19 which has emerged recently would have required changes so restrictive 
that groups could not operate effectively. We have come to this decision very reluctantly for volunteers’ 
contribution to the maintenance of our sites for wildlife is essential, especially at this time of year, and 
we know how much people enjoy and benefit from coming together in nature to contribute towards the 
work of the Trust. However, for the time being, our immediate priorities must be the safety of our 
volunteers from Covid-19 and for the Trust to play its full part in society’s response to the pandemic.  
 
This suspension applies to all forms of outdoor practical and group volunteering, and activities usually 
based at our visitor centres or offices. Volunteers are still very welcome to help the Trust where this 
can be done alone or within permitted social bubbles, or from home. For example we would welcome 
people visiting their closest nature reserve and providing us with reports on its condition or wildlife seen 
there. We are also exploring whether we can provide some opportunities for volunteers with the 
relevant skills and experience to support us with our communications, marketing, administration, 
finance, fundraising or development planning work. If you feel you may be able to help us in this way, 
please contact the Trust. Please keep in touch anyway and we look forward to hearing from you: Wendy 
Knott is the Trust’s Volunteer Coordinator on 07495 457145 and Wendy.Knott@wkwt.org.uk  
 
We will review this position regularly and as winter passes and the vaccine rolls out we may be able to 
consider opening up volunteering. Rest assured we will do so just as soon as we consider it to be safe 
and worthwhile. In the meantime thank you very much for your help in the past – we look forward to 
the time when we can welcome you back and volunteering can once again take its place at the heart of 
what this Trust does, every day.  

 
Hoping you all stay well, 

Ed Green, CEO 
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